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Western Technical College’s Alumni Association awarded this year’s 
Distinguished Alumni Award to Bernadine “Bernie” Hornby, president 
and chairperson of Vernon Electric Cooperative. This award 
recognizes dedicated service to the community or nation, leadership, 
personal growth and achievement, professional achievement, and 
contributions to the Western district. 

Hornby, of Viroqua, is a 1980 graduate of the Interior Design 
program. Until 1986, she held interior design positions at A&C 
Johnson Co. and the Viroqua Home Center. From 1988-2001, she 
formed her own business, Wedding Day Bridal Services, which designed and coordinated rental 
products for wedding ceremonies. In addition to her professional career, she became a dairy 
farmer with her husband, David. They own a 320 acre farm and milk 70 cows. 

Throughout her career, Hornby has served on a number of community organizations. From 
1992-2012, she served as Treasurer for the Town of Franklin in Vernon County. In 2001, she was 
elected to the Vernon Electric Cooperative Board, serving as Treasurer until 2012, and from 
2012-present, as president. In doing so, she became the first female president of an electric 
cooperative board in the state. 

Hornby is also active in her local church, serving as president and secretary of WINGS Ladies 
Group, as well as a Sunday school teacher and youth group leader. She is involved with the 
Viroqua FFA Alumni, serving as secretary since 2010, and assists with purchasing and packaging 
food for elementary students who are in need of food over weekends. She is also a volunteer 
for the Vernon County Fair, working as needed at the event, and serving on the Fairest of the 
Fair Committee. 
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